
Launched in 2016, the SBCC Promise has changed the lives of 
thousands of students. It offers all recent, local high-school 
graduates the opportunity to attend SBCC full-time for two years 
at no cost, covering required fees, books, and supplies. Nearly 
2,000 students benefit from the SBCC Promise each year, many 
of whom would not otherwise have been able to attend college. 
Funding comes entirely from privately raised donations. By making 
higher education accessible, the SBCC Promise is a transformative 
investment in students, their families, and our community.

The Well is an inviting space on campus that offers resources and 
programming to promote health and wellness at SBCC. Since opening 

in January 2019, The Well has reached more than 900 students. It is the 
first stand-alone, holistic wellness center at a California community 
college and has become a state-wide model. 

Through dynamic empowerment groups and workshops focused 
on preventative health and wellness, The Well offers a caring 

atmosphere that helps de-stigmatize mental health. The staff at the 
Well is committed to ensuring that “the diverse SBCC student community 

feels heard, respected, and encouraged to gain vital knowledge, tools, and 
support to move toward optimal lifelong health and wellness.”

The SBCC Food Pantry provides free fresh produce, snacks, and 
other staples to more than 3,500 campus community members 
each semester. A growing number of students at SBCC lack access 
to adequate healthy food options, making it difficult for them 
to complete their education. Produce at SBCC’s Food Pantry 
and monthly Food Shares is donated by the Foodbank of Santa 
Barbara County and grown on campus at the SBCC Permaculture 
Gardens. The SBCC Foundation, in partnership with other local 
colleges, obtained grant funding to expand programs that address 
food insecurity, including equipment purchases to allow the pantry 
to safely distribute prepared foods, and educational programs on 
nutrition and food justice. 

SBCC Students Thrive with Your Support
Your gift ensures that students have the resources and support they need to  

prepare for careers, transfer to four-year universities, and pursue lifelong learning goals.

Feeding Hungry Students at the Food Pantry & Food Shares

Promoting Student Health & Wellness at The Well

The SBCC Promise: Supporting Local Students



By any measure, SBCC graduate Leslie Marin is a success story. She was 
the first in her family to go to college, and was able to do so because 
of the SBCC Promise. With all fees, books, and supplies at SBCC 
covered for two years, Leslie was able to make the commitment 
to attend full-time with plans to transfer to a four-year university. 
In addition to excelling in her classes, she participated in campus 
clubs and activities, and served as a peer mentor in EOPS (Extended 
Opportunity Programs and Services). She graduated in 2019 with four 
associate degrees, was the student commencement speaker at this 
year’s graduation ceremony, and transferred to UC Santa Barbara with  
a 3.7 GPA and a full-ride scholarship – congrats, Leslie!

Profiles of Inspiration and Action

Leslie Marin, the SBCC Promise Fulfilled

Becky Bean, Champion for Student Wellness

Raymond Carroll, Welcoming All at the Food Pantry 

Becky Bean found her dream job as the Student Program Advisor directing 
activities at The Well. Students come to The Well to de-stress, gain healthy 
coping skills, do art therapy, and take workshops in nutrition, mindfulness, 

meditation, expressive movement and yoga, healthy relationships, 
recovery support, and more. 

“We provide a welcoming place for students to find the resources they 
need to thrive, mentally and physically,” says Becky. “It’s like a sanctuary, 

where people can come together and feel empowered by health and 
wellness in mind, body, and spirit.” Becky holds a master’s degree in 

social work and served as a counselor at SBCC. Her work at The Well fits 
perfectly with her passion to help people attain the skills they need to  

build a more sustainable, prosperous, and fulfilling life. 

SBCC student Raymond Carroll served as the SBCC Food Pantry’s lead 
staff member for two years, starting when the pantry first opened in 
2017, and has been instrumental in its success.   

“Working at the food pantry was one of the most fulfilling and 
gratifying things I’ve done in my life,” says Raymond. He always 
made visitors feel welcome, and worked to erase any stigma that 
might come along with getting free food. He says the gratitude felt 
by everyone who visits the pantry is evident. While he’s no longer at the 
pantry due to his schedule, Raymond has great fondness and respect for 
those who are working there and says, “it will just keep getting better.”


