
$20 Million Gift from MacKenzie Scott 
A New Era in Community College Philanthropy 

  
This spring, the SBCC Foundation received the largest gift in its history from MacKenzie Scott. 
The gift was just one of 286 such gifts that she made in her third and most recent round of 
major gifts aimed at organizations and institutions doing a wide range of community-based 
work. In her June 15th post about the gifts, Scott wrote, “Higher education is a proven pathway 
to opportunity, so we looked for two- and four-year institutions successfully educating students 
who come from communities that have been chronically underserved.” The gift was notable 
not only for its size, but because it was both unsolicited and unrestricted. It was given because 
of SBCC’s long track record of successfully serving students – especially those facing the 
greatest obstacles.  
  
The gifts this spring from MacKenzie Scott follow another major milestone in community 
college philanthropy. Last fall, the largest private gift in the history of California Community 
Colleges was made to thirty-four of our partner institutions – specifically those in the regions of 
California that have the lowest higher education degree attainment rates. The Pritzker Family 
Foundation made a twenty-year $100 million commitment to support scholarships that cover 
basic needs and well as educational costs and emergency aid for students.  
  
These generous gifts are game changers for many institutions. Equally importantly, they serve 
as a signal to others that our community colleges are deserving of this level of investment. 
Historically, community colleges receive an exceedingly small percentage of the private gifts 
made to higher education each year – barely 2%, despite educating nearly 50% of all college 
students in the United States. Now imagine what is possible if that became 5% or 10% or 25%. 
The simple fact is that donated dollars go further at community colleges.  
  
The evolution of giving to our community’s college has been generations in the making, and it 
has been led by those donors who have long known the value of an SBCC education. The eyes 
of the nation (and philanthropy) are following their lead and turning toward our community 
colleges. 
 


